Wages in Rhode Island have been stagnant for the
past decade. At the same time, housing costs have
risen. Our neighbors and family members, including
our aging parents who are on ﬁxed incomes,
children just beginning their careers, and workers
who provide vital services to our communities
are being priced out.
In fact, more than 145,000 Rhode Island
households, or 35% of all households, are cost
burdened. In FY17, Rhode Island spent only $5 per
capita, compared to Massachusetts, which spent
$100, and Connecticut, which spent $85.
A stable home in a thriving community is the
foundation from which we build our lives and ensure
the well-being of our families. Rhode Island’s
economic vitality and the health of our residents
depends on policies that lower housing costs.
Investing in strategies that increase access to
safe, healthy, and sustainable homes for people at
all income levels beneﬁts everyone.
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RELATING TO PROPERTY -- FAIR HOUSING PRACTICES
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Introduced By: Representatives Williams, Shekarchi, Vella-Wilkinson, Barros, and
Knight
Date Introduced: January 17, 2019

Introduced By: Senators Metts, Ciccone, Bell, Crowley, and Quezada

Referred To: House Judiciary
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It is enacted by the General Assembly as follows:

It is enacted by the General Assembly as follows:

Date Introduced: February 13, 2019

(Governor)
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SECTION 1. Sections 34-37-1, 34-37-2, 34-37-3, 34-37-4 and 34-37-5.3 of the General
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SECTION 1. Sections 34-37-1, 34-37-2, 34-37-3, 34-37-4 and 34-37-5.3 of the General
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Laws in Chapter 34-37 entitled "Rhode Island Fair Housing Practices Act" are hereby amended to
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Laws in Chapter 34-37 entitled "Rhode Island Fair Housing Practices Act" are hereby amended to
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read as follows:

3

read as follows:
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34-37-1. Finding and declaration of policy.
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34-37-1. Finding and declaration of policy.

H5075 / S0322

H5137 / S0331

Requires sealing of district
court ﬁles where an
eviction complaint results
in a verdict for the tenant.

Prohibits discrimination in
housing against persons
with a lawful source of
income.

(a) In the State of Rhode Island and Providence Plantations, hereinafter referred to as the
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state, many people are denied equal opportunity in obtaining housing accommodations and are
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forced to live in circumscribed areas because of discriminatory housing practices based upon
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race, color, religion, sex, sexual orientation, gender identity or expression, marital status, lawful
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(a) In the State of Rhode Island and Providence Plantations, hereinafter referred to as the
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state, many people are denied equal opportunity in obtaining housing accommodations and are
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forced to live in circumscribed areas because of discriminatory housing practices based upon
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race, color, religion, sex, sexual orientation, gender identity or expression, marital status, lawful
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source of income, military status as a veteran with an honorable discharge or an honorable or
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source of income, military status as a veteran with an honorable discharge or an honorable or
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general administrative discharge, servicemember in the armed forces, country of ancestral origin,
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general administrative discharge, servicemember in the armed forces, country of ancestral origin,
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disability, age, familial status, or on the basis that a tenant or applicant or a member of the
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disability, age, familial status, or on the basis that a tenant or applicant or a member of the
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household is, or has been, or is threatened with being the victim of domestic abuse, or that the
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household is, or has been, or is threatened with being the victim of domestic abuse, or that the
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tenant or applicant has obtained, or sought, or is seeking, relief from any court in the form of a
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tenant or applicant has obtained, or sought, or is seeking, relief from any court in the form of a
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restraining order for protection from domestic abuse. These practices tend unjustly to condemn
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restraining order for protection from domestic abuse. These practices tend unjustly to condemn
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large groups of inhabitants to dwell in segregated districts or under depressed living conditions in
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large groups of inhabitants to dwell in segregated districts or under depressed living conditions in
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crowded, unsanitary, substandard, and unhealthful accommodations. These conditions breed
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crowded, unsanitary, substandard, and unhealthful accommodations. These conditions breed
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intergroup tension as well as vice, disease, juvenile delinquency, and crime; increase the fire
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intergroup tension as well as vice, disease, juvenile delinquency, and crime; increase the fire
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hazard; endanger the public health; jeopardize the public safety, general welfare, and good order
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hazard; endanger the public health; jeopardize the public safety, general welfare, and good order
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of the entire state; and impose substantial burdens on the public revenues for the abatement and
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of the entire state; and impose substantial burdens on the public revenues for the abatement and
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Rhode Island voters clearly support
community development, passing three
housing bonds in the last twelve years.
We must commit to making serious, long-term
investments to ensure that all Rhode Islanders live in
safe, healthy, affordable homes in thriving communities.
We support increased state funding for construction
and preservation of affordable housing, rental
subsidies for low and very low-income households,
and necessary supportive services for those placed in
affordable housing.
We also support the removal of legal, administrative,
regulatory, and economic barriers to quality housing.

A collaborative statewide campaign created by local nonproﬁts,
housing organizations, and community stakeholders to shine a
spotlight on the need for Rhode Island to better support community
development and affordable homes.

www.HomesRI.org

